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98 Ct. I. 
Concerning the Scope of this Treatiſe, 


T is conceived, that theſe Propoſalls contaice 
the ſtrength of all thoſe Scruples ; which 
the conſciencions, and hitherto otherwiſe 
wel. affected party towards the Cauſe of li- 
_ and Reformation, — up a- 
grinſt the Engagement: an uſe it is nei- 
c ther juſt nor conſcionable, that any matter T he 6ccaſiew 
ſhould be preſſed upon the Conſcience of any as a Duty, ot her- and induce 
wiſe then by a clear demonſtration of the righteouſaeſſe thereof, fo wrne 
and a conviction ofthe judgement therein: nor can it with any ##% Tr cates 
probability be conceived, tliat the Parliament which with ſo 
much Pious zeale and vigour, hath oppoſed the incroach- 
ments of Tyranny hitherto; ſhould now intend any pre ſſures 
upon any, which are not abſolutely neceſſary, ot further then 
they are unavoidably requiſite for common ſafery ; therefore ic 
will de ay . endeavGur the removing of theſe Scru- 
ples, as ofſtumbling-blocks out of the way of conſcionable men, Thr Scope 
whoſe ame is, to ſeek Peace and Unity in the Truth; and te of- thereof, 
fer by a juſt Re-propoſall, and more faithfull Repreſentation of 
g matters, ſome equitable ſatisfaction to theſe humble Propoſals. 
C 


2 " * 7 * | Jalf Reprapoſals,” 

be things to And to chis effect fe& two things ſhall be weighed without preju - 

e baniled dice, and taken into ſerious confideration ; 'Firlt, whac — 

herein. of Reaſon, and ſtrain of Chriſtianity is in theſe Propoſals. Se- 
condly, what nay be followed, to bring the mindes of theſe 
Propoſers into 1 frame, by the performance of theſe Du- 
ties · which they themſelves acknowledge to berjuſt, and which 
te the State will undoubtedly give fatisfaRion, | ; 


* 


. 


The Summe and Subſtance of the Propoſals briefly, 
and itn order. 


T He Miniſters who have made thele Propoſals; repreſent firſt 
themſelves unto us; and then their ſcruples concerning the 
Engagement, for which they delice to be excuſed from the Sub- 
{cription thereof, | 
Ts the Progo They repreſent themſelves in reference to that which is paſt; 
als. to that which is preſent,and to that ich i their futute teſoluti- 
Seck. x, 00. Ia reference to things paſt, they have faithfully ſerved the 
*.-* Parliament; they have ſuffered for the cauſe thereot-in the por- 
ſuance of juſt liberty and reformation ;, and they have adhered 
to their firſt Principles unto this day. | 

In reference to things preſent, they ate peaceable and obedi- 
ent to the Lawes of the Nation; they endeavour with meek- 
neſſe and humility to preſerve their inward peace, and outward 
ſafety; and they finde chemſelves ſtraighrned in conſcience up- 

on the caſe of the preſent Engagement. 

Iv reference to futute Reſolutions, they declare that they will 
behave themſelves according to theſe following Poſitions. 

SeF. 2. 1. That although they hold themſebves ſtill bound by rheir 
former ſolemne Covenant and Engagements ; yer that they are 
alſo convinced, that it is 'geceſfury ſome. Ci Governinc ut 
ſhould be maintained in the Land. 

2. That they count it agreeabletothe will of God® to the 
tight of nature, to the practiſe of all Chriſtizns, to their on 


principles, and to their former Engagements; to own the chair. 
des 


ges of Government, which Gods 1088 apes Nev 
non; when he diſables one, 2 TAMENE 
afford protection to the people Iu. 


* — * 


"4 bas vi 1-4 
13. Thartheir owning of tie Govergm 3 1 be 
quierly and peaceably in their places and can nader + 
by ſubmitting to ſach thi Sa or reguied | 
them by che Powers which are in actuall poſſeſſion; being things 
in themſelves !2wfull, & neceſſary fot t ian of them - 
ſelves and others. . 4 95. 

4. That all this may be done without diſputing. the right and 
title of thoſe ho are in place of Magiſtracy over them. 

In theſe things they propoſe themſelves unto us; that we may 
know what they are, and what their ſenſe 13. of che preſent Ge- 
vernment, and the ſubjection due thereunto. "4s 

Then in the ſecond place, they propole alſo what their ſcruples 
are, concerning a ſubſcriptio to the Engapement,whkich areof four 
ſorts.viz. I. Of that which the words in themielves icem to imply 
& import.. Of chat u here they relate to the violating of former 
Engagements 3. Of that which is a matter of general ſcandall 
ind oftence. 4. Of that which may become. a. ſnate unto, the 

Subjects, and a prejudice unto the Rulers themſelves. 

Concerning the ſenſe of the words, they ſcruple at them be- 
cauſe they ſeem to import (fay they) things not to be aſſented 
unto, As 

1. An Approbation of the preſent. eſtabliſhment as effected 
by a full and free Authority. 2 | 
2. A-Ratification and conſent. of the people unto the. Au- 


Gy, | | 
3. An Obligation to act, at all times, in al places and capaci- 


ties to the promoting and ſtrengthening of the Authority, _ 

Conz ning e violaribn of Heir feuer OutheFand 5 ge- 
ments; they declare from the words chetebf Aud the manntr of 
taking the ſame ; that ſuch att a full impreſſibt emalnes upon 
their conſeience thereby, that except the co of the-En- 


ga nent he mage nngpeſio , | ; 
Gy t; Wat er ind i 12 
Mo 72 5 {0 ncer e eee 2 


Concerning the matter of Scandall; they fay that che t. i 
1171 _ A 3 N 9 Set. F 


Sect. 3» 


SetF. 4. 


Goſpel, then bratlg Nrantage to the State - for which: cauſe they 
| field to x Subſcription thereof : till eicher by a ſolemne 
Debate about it {as of the Covenant] or otherwiſe ; the Scru- 
Concerning theſnare laid by Superiouts before theic SubjeRs; 
$e4.6, andthe prejudice redounding from thence upon the Govern» 
ment it ſelf; it is not offered as a Scruple, but rather as a warn- 
ing to thoſe that are in Power that theyſhould not imitate the 
Epiſcopall ſeverity and perſecution in King fames his dayes,and 
in later times, whereby they laid the foundations of enſuingevils 
eck. . to themſelves and their people t and that they ſhould not act a- 
+7" gainſttheir profeſſed Principles in having uo re ſpect unto tender 
Conſciences. | 
From all which premiſſes, they inferre a concluſion by way of 
ſapplication, put upto thoſe that are in preſent Power, that they 
Set. 8. . + 
may not becompelled, either to draw reproach upon Religion, 
and vilifie the Reputation of their Miniſtery, or to ſuffer ſo bi 
a penalty, as to be out- lawed of cheir Birth · tight for not ſub- 
ſcribing the Engagement. ä 


ts 


Ss. III. 


what ſtrength of Reaſon ij to le found in the matter of 

theſe Propeſals, to draw ex their conciaſſon. 
He concluſion, which the Propoſers inferre upon the ſe Pro- 
| — ; We Fare 


The mairt the Eng any pumiſhment; but ſuffer usto be in 
concluſion 0f (afery under your — 
theP repeſali, , 


de found to ſtand in the 
1 allen ions « n 


— 


„ 


"If ; Reaſonof the lx 
you to ſub ribe the | ; The Argu- 
n | becauſe we rg reigrhned in Con- our pre- 
incident to the Engagement, and can- ing rhe fr 


not ſu 5 it — — wo ; "IA to Wen would be, Br anch. 
ſin by the 5 
* What abe 
© The cauſe of — 14 is, 1, The ſenſe of che 1 
— things 5227 4 —— chat, — we conceive 
ta be our « dep rebel eſtabliſhment... 2, The 


ſeeming violation of our f Habe. And the matter of 
grievousſcandgll, which ich will de given to all bun of people, a* 
ginſt the Goſpe! and our perſons and miniſtery therein, if we be 
counted perjured in our former Oaths ; which rather then to 


whe god to-make the glorying of ourhlunltry void, ve ſhould 


veto dye 
94 which reaſons (ſay they, )ve.01 not to ſubſcribe 
this Engagemear ; becauſe to our it, are the conſe- 
quences of the ſenſe i therein; not can theſe inconveni- 
ences as to us be removed, except the conſiſtency of this En- 


1 ably evi- 


Why the Roles 77 Ta won allemtion he of tem viz. The «Argus. 
0 LE. to em tot non- wents 
ſubſcription? The Anſwer . at ſe Governours ving the fe 
though 


Authority, are avoid the Anger ond brauch. 
2 e 18 the walk rheir brerkeen 5 if NY 
. 

e tbey 9 MG bo | 


of their *. 
2225 eee 
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chat meanes in the 


— 


r. Thatthe muy Worry _ 
and faithfull ſervice of che — ought to 7 
— 2 bettet ſ for their peaceable diſpoſition, then 2 fain. 
ed ſubſcription which many yield unto. 

2. That they plead for a from Subſcription on- 
by, dill by a ſolewne debate, orothierwiſe ; kbelt confeinee fhatl 
be cleared of their important les. 

If laſtly, the reaſon of the third affertion be d. 9 

| Why onghe you to ſhave the benefit of the Law, and out pro- 
Tie Argu- tection to that effect, though 


| N not to be true and 

wem. Pro” Faichfull to the Common - w BY e Anſwer will'b 

| ving the third 1. Becauſe we have beet faithfuff al along to the Pa A 
Branch. ill new of late theſe — blocks are eome eff 


2. Becaufe we have been fi 2 aud as much as 
any in the caufe of h and Reformati 


3. Becanſe we adhere out rice apo which 


did N e us pr 
* fleruaſe we'dd £ Sai come i Pedes of the Ni 
on, and to EDN whertof we crave 


$ 2nd En- 
of 2 ci⸗ 
umahe ſo- 


mn, rene] 
. RE — e 


= do to tho 


tt 


t Rumble Pripefal. 
Af thi4gs lawfell a0d neceffiry'forcommog- a | 
puting rhe Right and Title, by which ir Rabdeth; and ſeeing this 
is rhe duty, wich we are Ming to perfotme, we crave the pro- 
tectiſon due to ſuch as behabe themſelyes aſter᷑ his matner , al- | 
; though we fubſcribe not that Er ;which we conceive 
is greatly different fromthe tenor of theſe duties. 
This may de concetied to be the full ſtrengih and Rationality 
of their Plea : wherunco what by way of anſwer may be ſaid; 
"hall af — in the Ne · propoſals, and in the 
diſcovery of the way of fatisfaRion, to be given hereunts. 


* 


_—_— — 


Ser. IV. 


What the ſtrai ne of Chriſtianity is, whith in the manner 
of the Propefall is followed, 


He manner and way of propoſing theſe matters, as to Chti- That 
ſtianity (eemes without dftence; the expreſſions being hum- things pr 
dle, modeſt, proper and grave ; the point of ſcruple M lici- ſed, as to thi 
tous, open and plain: and the matter of their profeſſed Reſolu- matter 
tion, without vanity or preſumption, fad and ſerious , and al- manner 
though the Ticle Page, (if it be ſappoſed that the Propoſers of tering t 
' theſe doubts were alſo the Pubkſbers thereof; and that the Title /ame.;s wot 
Page was appointed by them to be made as it is) may ſeeme to ll offenſx 
contain — contradictory to the Propoſak themſelves ; 
ſomet hing unco to Ch ianty, and ſomet hing offen- But that 
ſive to the ſuperiour Powers, which governe us at preſent; yet it Title Pe 
is more tx ak to 22 e that — inconſiderate Ze- and the pub 
lot; rat her then any co ble co earned and pious /ication of 
Miuuſteis of the Goſpel, was the Pub imer therepf, and the Au- Propeſals, 
thour of the Tale Page; for it is not likely, :hat any true Min erf ve 
- ters of Chriſt in a matter of ſuch concernment, w bi es they pre- publiſhed 
tend to hunuliy in their Propofals ; would at the publiſhing che Aar bas 
. thereof , chime th Coombe high Titles, of Leerzedand of of the I 
- Dinines : chen which ooching-almoſt could be counted more /afs rhe 
preſumptueus in them , nor — any ſting be found more inju- ſelves, 


nous 


5 it is apparent, that by che ito whom cher obs — 
have none other aime, but under à faire ptetence of Reaſomand 
=. Humility ; to commend themſelves unto the diſcontented mul- 
ritude; as Jearned and pious Divines ; and under that notion, to 
foment in the popular weak appreh — — pfauſible fte judi- 
ces, which. the change of pi eber bark begotren againſt 
| the perfons and rhe proc their Governows :/ which'to 
_T" ons ſtrengthen, and inſitmate under a Cloak of ReligiouſneF, 
anda colonr of ſtranneſs of Conſcience, is as far fro: the cturh of 
Chriſtianity, as that whichto, God and Nen is moſt abominabie | 
1 euere def oh woughes, ro ſufped che 
—_ 0 te to rom 0 to that 
Sn * " any prous ers of Jeſs ig (by will one diy reveale the 
_ Kar 970 heatrs) ſhoyld be acceſfary to any ſuch contrivance; 


s * bur how far the Publifher may be-guilry thereof, and what a 
2 « 7 te he N e " themſe lves, 
BB ak a jel ſiagle #me and 


4 "C ident thetedP'is't6 b e own Conſcienee to 
2 he pte —— „It "ſhall no iy in che leaſt 


eration Of the matters 
- themſetves by ahi Re-propol; in the ma- 


2 atisfa ion thede- 


Epcot ig the\ 


3 i 


Skcr. 


un. 1 o 
ar _ I (1:7: 3 19 Eh6 ng 902 blog c 3 
> 2. 14134249 Lo” , 7151204 SAS 72 nnr * x13 
L: 2G" 1161 MPO AM Sato We 22 20 F; it! ww, — 
nnd 4 „ Hos alodw $2 ei idw ai 


Wat thofe who have ſubſcribed che Engagement, — * | 
R ** 20 L e La N Ne 5 
He Miiſlorrks this Nation 


N, Vho have judicionfl- 

ly afifTonſeivniably, is aa al taken the En; 

meat, may Leden der Þ de pröpoſe to thoſe, Who 
Hows offended at them for fo doing, this which followeth; 
ſomewhat in imitation of their own! tle, and in Anſwer t cheſe | 
Propoſals. . — 
* 9 of the Giſyel of * lein Who lavt all of us b the fab 
fromthe beginning, ſonght faithfully the Common good of the Nati* gt ſeriber of 
on, and ſerved therein the Parliament, for the Say the neceſ- the E Ne 
ſe ends of juſt Liberty and Rt formation; pl nn ered here: ment _ * 

tefart many grievens I i, in er Names and Eſtates _w Wm 

commen enemy; end are mow ( eſpet Fu as ave poſted up ) A 
like to beceme ſufferers of the like or worſe chings from aur Brethren, 
and friends hereafrer. Ter to this day we do conſtantly adhere to ony 
firſt Principles ; 4nd ave nor flagg cred, either in reſolutions ' or endga= The grounds 
vours, to maintaine in our places — ſtation; the Peace of this Ni- hy feng induces , | 
— ee ne, a0 ao —_ 9 D.. "oy | 
ty in ſuch a time'4d } d r, of die, and * 
of Chriſtian freedvm e te preſerve our hs, Prare — 


and outward {afety,; by kevpiiy Conſcience, inthe caſe of the be 
preſent Engagement ; 


ſeribe 7 as 8 
— — —. — Clad tr 


Fin We have — and ſubſcribed this gement; — 
wehold oor ſelvesſtill bound by our former olemn 'Covenanes * 
and Engagements, (as taker by us in thar ſenſe, which erer 
ptelſe words do re;which is moſt clear 
ble to their main ends of publick Peace and — Game 
in it is x this Ts oa aa he ——oTs for us to obſerve them) cmi Ge 

2 vero. 


PLL 


3 


0 | . Faſt N- Nep. 
to uphold the-grounds of Civill Government in this Land; for 
the preſervation of humane —— vr prevem ion of all thoſe 
evilis, which the out wi men un · reſtrained would 1 

| produce therein; which is the whole effect of this Engage” | 

| " aac... mv. rn. 

þ 2. Becauſe Secondly, Upon mature dekberation we did perceive ; that 

| God bath al- the wiſe and holy Providence of God, (whoſe — are 


| gered by an unſearch aud wayes nd Abe as — 
| extr aor dina” Saat gef ——— expectations, 
ry way, the ſhaken the foundations of this State, as it was a Kingdom, ard 
Government diſabled that way of Government and all that depends thereon, | 
of this State, from aGording any protection and preſervation to any of the In- 
from a Kings habitarics of this Land; and hath inabled another forme of Go- 
Ane te 4 vernment to afford it; Wherefore we did conclude from the light 
Cum of nature: from the judgement of the Learned; from the practiſe 
Wealth, of Chriſtians in former ages; from our own Principles; and from 
| Wherewnto. our former Engagemen:s$; that ic was the will of God, we ſhould 
obedience i quietly and peaceably ſet out ſe}ves in our places and callings, to 
duc. 2 under this Government; and to ſubmit to it, in ſuch chings -_ 
as are impoſed upon, or required of us, by the Powers which are 
in actuall poſſeſſion; being things in themſelves lawful and 
| —— or expedigut to the preſervation of our ſelves and: 
. Nut others. \ T 
5 Limas- - *. Thirdly, becauſe alchough wa ſuund others making a queſtion 
Aue ta tht of the way, how thoſe who govene at nt are come tio 
er, withow: ment, we were bound without diſputing the right or title of 
| ping : thoſe, chat are in place of Magiſtracy; to declare our willing 
their r. le to he ttue and faithfull tote Common-wealch of chis 
I on, which' now doch Hand grithant a King, and Moufe of 
1 Bacanſe ords : becauſe we found . included in che obvi. 
the eur of ous ſenſe thereof. du; ! | . 
nge: Fourthiy, becauſe we clearly conceive, that there is b [dif 
| owed are nec ference at all between the ſubmiſſion which the Anthours of 
| ws br eber-+ che Fropoſals themſclues tightly aclenou / ledge to be dus to the 
e imer - powers, which ate in actuall poſſeſſion, and that which is re+ 
| prevedthen 44 quited by the ſubſcription to this Engagement : fot ſeeing the 
ve; contain ex pteſſe words of the Engagement give no grouad, to interpret : 
cia duty. | | the 


—— — —— — — — — - = Oy ——— 


ro NI Propoſals. 


dhe AR of ſubſcription, beyond that which is a clæat and known 
duty: 2 we chink it not ( as to our-Conſciences) war- 
ramable to interpret it otherwiſe ; but we rather think ic con- 

rary to a duty, to make of athing in it ſelf lawful an 
— at this time, any ſcrupulous inter pcecation py cy 
what the worgsimpert ; or to ſuſpend obeclience from a duty, 

n the congeture of ſomerhing which may be thought unduti- Aud rhe pre- 
when that which is to out Conſcience aknown duty is ap; poſers inter- 
parent: Upon which ground we declare, that we trouble not pretation of 
our ſelves, nor do we think it lawfull to others in theix the Engage» 
ghes ; wich the inferences which the Propoſers make upon ment . 
the Subſcription of the Engage nent, with Reference tv theſe dwciful. 
es. 

As how far it doth imply an approbation of the manner of the 
preſent Eſtabliſhmem;W hether as effected by a full and free Au · 
thority yea or no? whether yea or no, ic doth imply an active 
Concurrence, and a ratifying conſent of the People thereunto., 
further then what hath been already acknowledged to be due to 
the Powers in actual poſſeſſion; by ail that are in ſubjection un- 
der them, and — wes their protection? and whether yea 
or no, and how far it faſtens an obligation to act to the ſtreng · 
thening and prometing of the Government, which is at preſear, 
ot may be hereaftet eſtabliſhed bythe advuntage of poſſible pow - 
er 2 we ſay, that to trouble our owa, or other mens weaker Con- 
ſciences, with theſe or ſuch like doubtfull Conjectures to colour 
the fuſpenfion of our own, or occaſion the averlign of other 
mens affections from yielding obedience to a clear and confeſſed Ncſen 
duty, is not onely prepoſterous and contrary to the me of heal- "© h 
ing reaches , 22 good in this time of r me 

Araction ; but inconliſtere (as to our reaſon) with the obvi- E Ten 
dus meaning of the words, which are to be ſubictibed, and & a:. be Pre 
greeing - ( as to our affections ) wick the Chaticy due, rr do. il 
no leſſe ro ſuperiours , then to other men „ Which ig * \, 
not to think evill when good may be thought of them. 1e. 1351 
And liſtiy, it is pppofire (as to ouedpirits) unto that wiſdom 9 
which is from above (the Rule of our walking) teaching us, to 
have pure and peactabſe thoughts in all ous acting: ; to perform * 
Auties in Godly ſimplicity, wihour worldly wiſdom; to be 2 Cœ. 1.1 
* . gem le 


| Juſt R>propefats ©* 
| gentle and eaſily intreated, to do good works without partial 
| Jam 3.17. — ene 4s, Ge. 900, 1 
And upon theſe principles of true wiſdom (which we humbly 
conceive ate not laid to heart, by our Bcet third Pa- 
ragtaph of their Propoſals)we profeſſedly wave All thoſe ſeruptes 
| and the tambling-bloeks, which they have laid corhemſelves, 
i. and wherewith they have puzled other, uponthis clear At- 
count ; that whenever the conſideration of theſe things, whiteh 
are ſaid to be implyed in the Subſcription (which we ſee not) 
ſball come before us, to be cireumſtantially conſidered forthe e- 
dification of &thers, or the clearing of our own way ; we then 
ſhall be moſt ready to declare our ſence therein, according to 
know principles and the circumſtances, which God ſhall offer; 
but in the mean time we think it anſwerable to the Duty of 
Chriftianicy , that we ſhould acquieſce in this plain and generalf 
Reſolution z that whatſoever hereafter ſhall appear to us in any 
of theſe doubtfull Caſes to be a truth, or a duty; to be aſſerted 
or performed, for the good of the Common-wealch (under what 
forme, ot without what forme ſoever we find it eſtabliſhed) we 
hall hold forth the ſame freely in word and deed towards all, 
behaving- our ſelves therein accordingly in a peaceable manner, 
Becauſe to do otherwiſe, we think it ſo far from followings 
known Rule of Chriſtianity in uprightneſs and ſimplicity, chat ic 
tends to nothing elſe but a prejudicate foreſtallment of our own 
and other mens thoughts, by the laying of ſnares and ſtumbling- 
blocks before them. = | 24; 
The thing then which we re-propoſe to our Brethren: is 
this. | 
"A That as we ingermouſly apnceive, there is no difference at all 
| Au Anſwer between the things which they themſelves have mentioned to 
po rhe 3. Selb. be duties of SubjeRts to Superiours, and the Subſcription required 
of the Propo- by the preſent Authority to the obvious ſence of the Engage · 
ſeals, H ment : So we ſay to that which they call a difference , that not- 
# Repropoſal. withſtanding this Subſcription, it is free for us in Conſcience to 
| think differently of the manner of the Eſtabliſhment , accordiny 
| to that which our judgement and light doth or ſhall diftare 
Ando us in tefetente to changeabſe circutaſtances, if onely at al 
1" times, and inal vircumſtances however changeable; we engage 
a * Our 


to H amble Propeſe als. . 13. 
our truth andiſait hfulneſ towards the publick good of the Com · | 
mom wealth under the ſame ; whence we da acknowledge, that 

upon this Engagement theſe coglequences will follow, as tour 
Conſciences. * 100 1 | þ os; | 

Firſ#; That we are bound to approve of the preſent eſtabliſh= 

ment, ſo far as che manifeltation of our truth and faithfulneſs to | 
the Common-weakh, doch oblige us in our places to follow qui- : 
etly out on Callings, whethet zhe Authority over us be full and 
free or no. HE AP 2 

-: Secondly. That we ought not to ſuſpend and denie our active 
concurrence and ratitying conſent to any thing which in the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment ſhall be offered aud found lu ſull and neceſſa- 
ry for common ſatety; being offered to us by the Authority 
which is, eſpecially becauſe it is declared, thas the Miginall of 
all juſt power is in the People : therefore conceiying that out 
conſent is required hereunto, (as being ſome of the People) we. 
judge ic our duty in this ſenſe to give ir; leaſt we become acceſſa- 
ry to the cauſes of diſturbing out preſent peace or future ſettle 
ment. | 


Thirdly, That we ought to be obliged in things lawfull, ne- 
ceflary. and expedient tor common ſafety to act at all times, in 
all places and capacities, to the promoting and ſltengthening of 
the Eſtabliſhment which Gods providence hatk-ſet over us, and 
he hat h inabled to afford us juſt protection. 

And ſeeing by this Engagement, we think not Gur ſelves 
bound up by any words expreſſed therein; to the particulars : 
(Of a full and free Authority ; of the conſentef the people; and of 
the ſtrengthening of another etabliſhment, Whish may ſet it ſelf #2, 
ec.) imphyed and mentioned in the Propoſals: but meane to 
deelare hy our fubſcripcion,thus farre only as we have ſaid, our 
apprebatian of, our ratefying conſent unte, and our obligation ta- 
ward; the preſent eſtabliſhment: therefore we conceive not 
that we do violate any of our former Oaths, Proteſtations or Re- po 
ſolemne League and Covenant, whereunto by the former Com- 0 the 4. Sei. 
mands of Parliament, we actually were, or implicitely could „f che Prop 
beobliged. ut we remember very well, and conſider conceen- al- relating 
ing the Covenant; both the time when, and the manner how,'to the breach. 
and the matter whercuato we were engaged by it; and the of ( wenany 


ſence 
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ſenſe wherein we then toch ir, ed che allevernions that we 
bis . Pl de it by any N . . 
99 


; and the daruble 1 —— 
by it, even all the dayes of our life ; and the c oofiderariow 


ome of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, in thegſecond place; & the hap- 
de of rhe King,tnd his Poſteriry, as ſubordinate, and in order 
thereunto (by the. liberties of the Nation preſerved)" in the 
third place; all which us we did ſo we do ſtill due 
ly conſider: and find by the changy of pablick affaires 
upon circumſtances, which Gods providence hath ordered for 
jad gement over ſome, and for niercy towards others; and by 
the unſutibleneſſe of che late Kings wayes with the Kingdom 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and the inconſiſtency of his courſe with the 
publick welfate of this Nation: chat the preſent frame of che 
State which now is, though different from hat then was, hath 
not been ſet up by any breach. of Covenant: „ the En» 
gagement whereinto we are entered, to be true and faubhſalt 
'thit Che- Wealth, as it now 4: (N..) eftabliſhed. Nat 4 
King, ans Hauſe of Lords, hath nothing at all inconſiſte nt with 
the former ; or doth give us the leaſt cauſe to car» 
ry about with us a conſcignce (as to cheſe things) trembling and 
dookefull cage we finde our ſelves —— 

intention of violating any former promiſes, in tłings whi 

are poßible and lawfull —— by us in out places; Which 
were unalterable conditions of all humane promiſes, at all times 
| | preſuppoſed and implyed therein. ** 
nl ap Nor is there now(to our ) any parity of reaſon; 
aid te in that which we at this time do, to that which would hare been 
if we had done the like in time paſt : for although it would have 
the Engage- been undoubtedly inconſiſtent with our Covenant at that time; 
ante Ku when King, Lords and Commons made up a Parliament, to have 
, And Lwds, fubſcribed any Engagement to the King & Lords (if ic ſhould by 
Wichous Cen. their Agreement & Authority have been required pf us) without 
, and 19 the Commons of England, becauſe the Covenant 44 expreſly ſub- 
abe Commons ordinate the relation which we had to the King and Lords, unto 


mae Kin a : | 
and Lords. s the relation which we had to the Common wealth, yet — 


-- 


is; —.— — — ſundamentall relation of being © 
q/ ally to, them, and tu the Common. wealth nor in 
568 che comparative relation, i in caſes of diviſion and op 
ion, which was our condition a while ago : nor in teſpect 
of che preſent circumſtances of our cſtabhſhmene, herein there 
is none other Power and Authority viſible, but that of the Com- 
mons ip Parliament, as Kepceſencatives to that £ 
to which at all times, in all caſes and we finde our 
Elves undoubtedly obliged to be true and faithfull ; that is to- 
ſay, willing and active co procure the Peace, the Safety, the 
Plenty, and the Welfare of this Nationall Society, in a Parlia+ 
mentary way, whether it be with, or wit hont a King and Houſe 
of Lords: nor can any juſt deſire of the — 1 
: - — 5 being on a Throne, or of mes 
hyet we do not wiſh rr 
22 be juſtly laid i in the ballance by us, with that 
inefle which we owe — the — Commonwealth: 
— — the preſent want of t or any which they cas 
claim juſtly, prejudice the truth of our affection, towards the 
publick weale of the Nation in a way without them, no more 
then their preſenct hererofore did rake us off from aiming at the 
fame publick weale of the Nation, by the way wherein they for» 
merly ſtood . There can berhere fore no-paricy of reaſon found, 
— * to the one ſhould ſway wirh us 25 much as 
other, alch . uungh the King and Lards- Houſe were in 
which the former Engagements did preſuppoſe : but now this 


pre fuppoſall failing wirhott our guilt, and by their own miſcar- 


„all che 


5 


riages aꝑgainſt the C 
which we were 


our preſent 
— the ſame which it was; 3 | 


© ipſefafto, made void; *nnd ©... .' 
to the Common-weilth , and rtl. 


— — ]  — — — — — 


xs Faſt "Re-propeſuls... -. Wes 

Oath ever alter it, nor did any of us ever intend to-infringeir, 

The Repropt- - Therefote we hill further re · propoſe pnca theſe Propoſers 

all tothe 5. 11moſtin their ownwords,thazrheſe things being thus confider- 

Set. of the ed (as we conceive them to be trurhes cleat and unqueſtidnable 

Propeſ«ls re- to all rationall: mens capacities) in the natute of this 
a ——— 2 — — 

ewe gigements, cannot in our j ts mini matter 

and ſcandad. of feandall or offence to any man whatſoever, either good or 

bad: who akbough they are not able to make, or bappriy ſo 

much as to underſtand ſubt ile diſtinctions, (for we mgke 

none, nor need we to ſeek for any) whereby guilt may either be 

evaded or palliated; yet we hardly can imagine, chat any will 

be ſo irrationally and ynconſcionably injurious to us, as to look 

upon us, as rs of our oaths and tovenants in this caſe; or 

as prevaricacors of the meſt ſacred and. ſole mne things; or as 

men of ductile ſpirits unto evill z-( for to be ductile to our duty is 

eur glory) or of proſtituted conſciences, or led by Principles of 

fear or i ; Which prejudices (ſeeing it cannot be denied, 

that they ate only founded upon the ignorance and miſtakes of 

ſome men xz and upop the malicious informations and wrong- 

full ions of others, and not upon any ſolid or juft reaſons : 

te they) do grofly wound the Goſpell; and ſuch as raile 

at us, be ypc foo be perſecuted; and proclaime us to be 

perjured 3 wrong us their innocent brethren, and expoſe bur 

Miniftry-ro ſcorn, (the honour whereof ought to be dearer to 

vs then ous lives) endanger the reputation, and fo weaken the 

power of it inthe conſcience of out. heaten (who in theſe. times 

of d iſtraction are ſoon perſwaded to have low thoughts of their 

Miniſters ; chiefly when Miniſters themſelves ſtudy to make one 

another contemptible} as that it needs muſt be believed, that 

boch Chriſt, and the State alſo, wilt be greater looſers -by cheir 

diſorderly. carriage againſt the ſubſcribers of the Buga gement 

—.— they, or any body elſe; can be gainers by their non- 

ing of it. ; | 

| We ſhall deſire alwayes.with our Brethren, and we _ no 

| "And relating leſte then they, to keep in mind thenoble reſolution of the A- 

Pauli ex- ;who wea[d not in caſe of ſcandall uſe his own juſt powes, 

— choſe freely to ſuffer all outward inconveniences to himſe 

2 rather then t hinder tte Goſpoll of Chriſt ; concluding that it 

a . a 


te Hamble Propoſals. 
ag beer for him" ro die, then thut any in iat be- 
half fhould*make his void : bat he never thoſe to ne- 
glect ay part of 2 neceſſary Duty. — 
— wr fon or for the apprehenſion of any t re- 

ä be caſt upon Wnſelt'by men, al per- 
apsBrethren , he was reſolved, and did conclude in this cafe, 
to go through evii{ and good repor rarher to ſuffer hondy 2 
& death. then not to proceed inthe work of bis calling according A#- 20. ®: 
to lis Conſcience-i not could any combination offew or of ma- 23+ 24. & ch. 
ty brethren together, take him off from ſuch à reſolution; al- 21. v. 11,12, 
though otherwiſe in mattets free to be done, ot to be left un- 13. 
done as might tend to edification, he was of a moſt ductile ſpirit, Act. 21. v. 
andof a molt facile and yielding diſpoſition: 1 Cor. 9. 19, 20. 21. 20, ll 27. 


12. | . 

We ſhall therefore again fay with the Propoſers in our Caſe; And to the 
that upon theſe aud ſoch like grounds purely conſciencious, and ground: of 
not out of any private intereſt or deſign ; but for the manifeſt» conſcience, 
tion of our ion towards the peace of this Common-wealth r 
we were not neceſſitated to forbear; but were free to yield obe- _— 
dietce tothe Subſer ption which was required of ts,” And 4d. n pe” 

though how we need not for our ownfatisfacrion, to deſire any ien of « 
debate about the Engagement; yet if any ſhall deſire a friendly rie. 
conference with us about the ſame; we ſhall no manner of wa N 
dec line it; but rather furt her it on our parts, that t may be 4 

ly ordered und edifcaien 2 on Pn 
As concerni enſnaring , and Subſcriptions offered 

by former ——— we iruly defire they may be duly con- * 


fidered,and that the juſt j of God brought upon t — 
who wichoue felped to tender Conſciences did predle them, and fg 
lay them as ſt ing blocks before their Brethren, may be ap- W 


Prebended and feared ; bot we conceive; that the requiring oa Obe 
generall promiſe from Subjects, to performe an undeniable and 
ur queſtionable Duty to the Communalty wherein they live 
by theſe that have the power of affording, or refuſing Civill pto- 
tection to them, is, not of the fame nature with thoſe former 
Oaths an] Subſcriptions, which former Governours did require; 
for the former did relate unto matrers of Religious —— 
ment; and not . Civil, as this latter 

| 3 * doth 


£ 
o 


; dord ; ated then it is one thing, to ſeek ndrantages apuitit choſe 
whom we would enttap : (which was the Epiſcopall defigne in 
their Canons) and another thing, to lay the foundation of 
mutuall truſt and confidence, berween thoſe that ate to mae uf 
one Body Politick together ; For is fubſcription goth tend 
to nothing in it (elf, but this: ſo we are confident . that it is not 
propoſed to any other Therefore we ate full of hope, that 
none will ſmart for it; but ſuch as ave wilfull diſturbers of the 
publick Peace and Safety : and that none may be found in ſuch a 
Categorie, our work ſhall be to gaine all mento their Duties, by 
à clear corviction of their — —— the Truth, 
and faichfulneſſe which they owe to the Publick : nor ſhall we 
delight to make any odious, for not ſubſcribing towards thoſe 
that are in Authority, as we are made odious rowards the mul- 
| titude for difcharging out conſcience m fabſtnbing ; bur we ſhall 
| rather condole with ſuch, as conſtionably abſtaine from ſubſcri- 
| propel bing; being eee chat by their own default in Duty, or weak- 
got 7.Sef. —— Id be caſt upon the fad Dilemma, either to be ly- 
vyelating te able tothe diſpleaſute and juſt jealouſie of their Superiours ; or 
tender con- to be under the trouble of their own Spirits; which the fear aſ- 
ſiientes, well of ſinging, as of chuſing affliction doth brinp unto men of 
Et Conſcience and ingenuiry:and that theſe inconveniences may be 
"And to the 4v0ided, we ſhall on the one hand pray and interceede fot 
* ay of ſecu- them; that the many yeafts exprience of their quiet behaviour 
rity for ant — ſervices, = be accepted — 1 ell degres of 
ſecurity, affurance for futute peaceable * on the 0 
e ther hand, we ſhall alſo exhort and intreat, that as none ſhould 
ſubſcribe faignedly to the profeſſion of their duty: fo all may do 
it ſincerely; but eſpecially ſuch, as hitherto have been fuithfull 
to the Cauſe ; and amongſt all theſe * * as ſtand pi- 
ouſly for the Teſtimony of e, either in call or Con- 
2 ionall Miniſtry » leſt through their failing in this kind, 
ome that watch for advantages againſt the Office of the Mini- 
ſtry i ſelf ; and from their leaſt halrings, make uſe of opporty- 
nities, o powre contempt upon the function; may not ſee their 
hearts defire brought to paſſe agaiaſt therm. 
Thus then we, who at preſent, upon theſe confiderations to 
our Conſciences ſatufactory; and before al men juſtifiable, are 


, | free 


-— 


. Hemble Propoſals. _— 
ſtee to ſubketibethe Engagement as our Dry; do fh s Re. prepeſal 
Brethren, beſeech choſe wat ſubſctibe it not not To cenfure or 79 7he S. ect. 
aſperſe us ( whoſe reputation js as necedaryfor others 25 n good con uding 
Conſtirnce For our ſelves) to be men that on the whole 
Religion ; ark vile the cepucation of the Miniſtty, by which the ber. 
fetrict of de Chriſt is advanced; nor cauſe others to think of 

us, chat we eſteme Oaths #s changeable a5 Opinions, and fo 

brund us with the odious marks of equiyocation and prevaricati- 

on, nor to ſubject us unto the contempt and hate of all, amen 

of look and uncertain principles z and wefhall endeavour (ſo 

far as God ſhall give us favour with out Superiouts) to procure 

to them, the grant of their equitable defires ; chat none of them 

may be our-lawed, untill by wilfull violation of the Lawes they 

deprive them felvsof the proreQtion,afd forfeit the benefit there- 

of;which we ſhould be exceeding ſorry for their and the Goſpels · 

ſake, to perceive inatiyef them. p< 7 avs TE. 


81 r. VI. 5 12 Net 
what courſe may be taken to give theſe Struplers 
- fall ſatwfafiron, Oo | 


1 N che fore- going Section, the ſubſcribers have apol el for 
thearſelves ; and I have ſaid in their Name, that which Im 
perſwaded ul may, and moſt will aſfent unto; to wipe, + 
oF tlic ada, and fou alperfions which are caſt upon chem for 
their forwardnefle to do their duty. Now I ſhall tumbly offer 
ſomething farther, cowards the ſatisfaction of theſe Scruplers ; 
chat if the Re-propoſals of the Subſcribers, clear not their qoubes 


fuicientiy; fome otheyOverruresmay not be wanring 10 eaſe 
Lee of the fine, and induce” them to the perfortitahee of their 
ury. | p : . : Y 
If then, in Charity vo them whom 1 eſteem brethren, and in 
Prudency to qur ſelves, for the prefervation of publick Peace, by 
ſome mutuall aſſararice of any detwern Subjects; 1 
is expediem to thin ton fone ſati ee 
Kde 


c 
rene Ferro, and nk (i 


. 


Te ſati. 


5 EE 


«bly ſupgeſt, towards che removing of t 


fie © 1. Becauſe uo men ein poſſibly rective fall inufücdi- 
cruplers, al on in any thing, except be will ancaſe himſelf that all his doubt 


byco-operating wich our rags to fer 


hitherto in the common 
IF (1fay))this be expedient co be t 


cid ron of hee Tus 


conſcientio po 
othem who have double Gefignerentereained; rh ing Mo: 


"their ſcraylet ing may be known to thoſe that ſincerely ſtudy his content; 


muſt be firſt 


known. 


therefore our Brethren who make theſe Propoſals ve to be in- 
treated to declare; whether yea or no theſe be all the ſcruples, 


- which. they have againſt the dubſcription to the Engagement; 


So that if theſe be removed, nothing will further hinder ther 


*Sudbſcription? 


2. If theſe are all their ſcruples, and that nothing is further 
deſired but the removall thereof, chen our Brethren are in the 
next place to be intreated further to declare; whether they bave 


Then they in theireye any way of 2 doubts by which they con- 


ſenſe of 
Which — 


ve t 


ceive ( as knowing 2 heinſehes ) their ſatisfaction if it were 
fold wed might ariſe, and wherein their Conſcience would ac- 
jeſce? As for example whether a well ordered Treaty, ti. to re- 
ye miſ-underſtandings, and to determine, by known priaci- 
2 matters of duty, will do it yea ot 00?, or W thet he'd con- 
ceive that nothing will fatisfie their dou 

them to ſubſcribe, bur either ſuch a — God to be og 


Jatiif allies. the ſupream power upon the Engagement, as they ſhall 


comented in; orelle ſuch libeny to pox in their wncaution, 
their limitations of performance, and t erpretat ion of the 
ſence wherein they take it; thae is 6 mannerihey ſhall hve tl ei 
own will wholly, withoyr r will of 

their Superiours, to give them ſatisfaction ? 
If they will not anſwer any of theſe 
biden vefurey of Renſis; or if nothing 
eſteemed ſatisfaQory : 


meres, but will keep a 
one of ibe two laſt 
then it is evident, that 


| Fl 3 no fincerity ; for akbough, they 


ſeeme 


ence; I ſhall leave to che judgement of allſingſe-bearred Chrilt- - 
ans to determine. 3 2 1 
"It isa ad thing to conſider, how far ſome men, who want not 
. parts; and who uadoubreqly are truly Godly for the main; are 
led ſometimes (in the agitation of the affaires, wherein a party 
-which they do affects inzereſſed ), away from, She moos of 
the Goſpel to play the Politicians, and it is neither we credible 
to othets, nor at all diſcernable es ; how. far wheo 


the of other men; and the deſignes of oppoſition againſt ſome Mini- 
choke wh 0 


very Conſciences, under the 
for Religion; which they fallly ſitſt imagine to be the cauſe they 
have in hand, and then in favour of this imagination they raſhly 
licenciat themſelves um o many things; whereof in the day of 
their account they will be troubled to. find 2 jullifiable ac- 


Bur ſuppoſing as1eught to do, thar fin cheſs Propoſers there ſcruplers be 


That they-may liave cau e to deale ingenuouſy, either by accep- ference t 4 
| + | | ting Treaty, 


once they begin to watpe frem the way of Chriſtian ſimpicity, How it comes - 
and pure love to their duty; the motions of their own paſſion; to paſſe that 


om they dif-affect , will inficuare chemlelves into their fers play the 
ence of piety and zealouſneſs State/-men. 


quittance. I In caſe the - 


is nothing under che deck; but that in this modeſt and dif-creet plain dealing 
way, the plaine truth and all the truth of their grievances, at mens, What 
the ſubſcription is repreſented above board; 1 ſhall. no point enge te be 
at the means, which ina faire Treatie, I conceive may produce their behea- 
unto them ſo much ſatisfaction, as in equity they can deſire; vicur in re- 


ws. 


- 


LA ret 6 


* 


ting of chat which is oered, if c may he prorũ red, or N er- 
* e wr bref 
in them not only to their 


nenn c übe are not 
duc alto to make chern own demands, wherein arleaſt they will 


im 
with what ſhall be 


reſt for to lye only ut the word of excepring, is an um 
— 7 poſture in treating between two equals, hen hoth 
are alike concerned in a matter of difference, far more then it is 


* * Unreaſonable when Subjects by a Treaty make their application 


toward Superiours, and ſeek to paint the favour of ſome equi- 
table ſatisfa tion from them in a matter of ſuch concernment;; 
which imporrs no leſſe then either the loſſe or the affurance of 
ali cheir outward proven ion and ſafety. e 
” Andſceing to tand aſwayes on the except ing, and nat at all 
on the offering or accepting hand, is a frame (of ſpirit not onely 
unfriendly amongſt the Members of the fame Community, but 
alrogerher unſutable to che profeſſion of Chriſtianity; and alſo 
moſt of all unbecomiag the 'worke of the Miniftery, and un- 


portionate to the'wayes of peate and mutuail confidence a- 
ing. brethren; therefote, I ſhall nat be ſo injurious) astn 


ſuſpe Tany of them of any undo totteat in a faire way: ; 
nor ſhall I imaꝑine, that any ſinaſtrous is: hatched by 
matter, and the propoſing of theſe u in the mind of-2 


difcomented to ſtrengthen the captious. carping;peeviſb, 
Ale er che times I y, 1 hall not ſuſpect a 
ny fuck thing, altkougk to a ſealous eye: the matter thereof 
compared wirh the aime therein, and the covered cloie way of 
difperſing the ſame amongſt the doubcfull multicude; and ati a 
time whiles petitions to gaine delayes, and reſpu for further 
reſokations, are preſented do Superioum, may look fomewhat 
ſuſpiciouſly. Yet (I ay) for all this I ſhall not ſuſpect that any 
e | , is fomemeet thereby in the 
iffectiom of any: nor ſhall I wiſh, that upam the appearance of 
ſuch a gauſe of je alouſie any ſtrictneſſe ſhould be uſed in t he ſet· 
tlement of rhis buſineſſe; But I ſhall rather pray, perſwade and 
exhorr, that on both ſides, the open carriage of all matters, as in 
the preſence of God, may take aw ot prevent as well the ap- 


peatance of ſubtile contrivances on the one hand, as the ſumiſe 


iſes 
thereof 


| to Humble Propoſals, AF 
theteof onthe other: for both ly blaſt the hopes of 
unity, and the grounds of amiable” contidence in all men who 
ate at a diſtance one from another; for which cauſe I ſhall be a 
moſt hum ble furor towards all ſides, that on all hands, not on- 
by a friexdly Teency' way be. ſer 7 — 
unto ; but tnat whiles matters of juſt ſcruple are taken imo con- "= 
ſideration, therein to be reſolved by known and predetermined mat 
rules ; the matters of clear duty in the interim may not be ſuſ- of dag b 
pended ot intermitted on either ſides, becauſe all our danger lies not be ſaſpen 
in che neglect of common known duties, more then in any thing ded bur effe- 
elſe: for if we would but do that which we cone ſſe we ought Aualy int 
to do, and which we wiſh others would do to us; there would ded daring 4 
be no doubt 2 ſpeedy healing of our breaches : nor can there a- Treaty, 
ny good reaſon be given why I ſhould ſuſpend t o act a known not Withfh, 
duty in chat wherein I am not ſcrupled, becauſe I ought to be dong ſaree + 
left free to abſtain from acting in that wherein I am ſcrupled: differences. 1 
that which in Chriſtianity is clear and positive, is alwayes to be 
intended before that which is dark and negative : not may I wich 
a good conſcience, refule to follow the light-wrhich I have in the 
main of a duty, ſo far as it is practicable; becauſe I wa fome 
light in ſome circumſtantial) caſes, which may fall in, as to rhe, 
to be unpracticable. If therefore this ground can be laid and af- 
ſented — whatever we ſhall —— —_ — clear and 
undeniable duty iu Chriſtianity or Motality, practiſed 
for it ſelfe, not withſtandinꝑ all other — or defects fal 
ling in among us, and chat in the diſquiſition of matters we ſhall 
alwayes ſirſt to determine that wherein we fully | 
re we mention matters of di- agreement; | an confdens 
that we ſhall finde ſo much cauſe of ſatisfaction and affurance 
in each others jreſolutzons and engagements of that kind, that 
the different apptehenſiom of matters which now ſeem ex- 
tream; and through our mutuall miſtruſtings of each other, 
ate like to be the utter raine of both, will be very incon- 
ſiderable, and ſuchas will be wholly ſwallowed up by the grounds 
of mucuallafiacmance which naturally reſulrs from every fairh» 
full Engagemers, to practiſe things wherein there is a full agret · 
ment between parties ; for the not doing (as I faid Yof 
that which in our W ſingleneſſe of heart, 
44 wihout 


Jon 
wi ata Acting and conteſting one with another, about 
that wherein we ſuſpe ct eich other (as aiming at that which'we 
ſhould not do) is the Ofiginall and great cauſe of all our diſtrac - 
tion — which if we 1 ba * — and 
m. 12. 21. remove (vi. by overcoming evill with good ; that is, che feares 
of evill deligns and enter priʒes, with good motions and engage 
ments unto unqueſtionable duties) thete is ne doubt but we 
ſhould find a cleare way to peace and reconcilement: this there - 


are not ſcrupled at it, in their friendly conference and Trea- 
hat things tie, vid. | 
4 be Firſt let matters of agreement be propoſed, underſtood and” 
Ain ratified, inthings Poſitive and Negative. Wh 
be Treatie, Secondly, | Let there be à profeſſed Engagement, to practiſe 
d in what that which is anfwerable unte their Agreements, and tending. 
der, if we undoubtedly t o edification between them. | 


[ . 
| 
| 
| 
| 


» of inge- gative- be thought upon with theſe two cautions premiſed to 
Hy. prevent a br 8 | , 
\_- Firſt, That no diſagreement in Judgement or practiſe, ſhalt 
make void the Dutifull Engagement, te follow joyntly the 
matters of Agreement. 
Secondly, That to take away the offences, which may ariſe 

upon the differences of opinions and practiſes, ſome Rules are 

to be pre- determined; whereby -contenrious *debares about 
the ſame may be prevented, und whereby the right uſe of 
| Chriſtian,of Moral! and of Rationall freedom therein may be ſet- 
| led. a 
5 If therefore thoſe Pious and Learned Brethren, whoſe ſcryples 
2gainſt the Engagement, being thus propoſed, have a great influ- 
ence upon the minds of others, to make them ſcrupulous and dif- 
affected at nt: if (1 fay they would condeſcend to theOvertyre of 
fach aTreatie,(which bhithe: to ſome have not been willing to do) 
I am very confidenct hrough the bleſſing of Chriſt,char an Ex- 
pedient would eaſũ be found to ſett e their doubrfullthoughts; 
and ſo to małe all othgs wu ling to yield unto their Supetiours, 


C. that 


. 


fore is the courſe, which T\would ſuggeſt to be followed, be- 
tween thoſe that are ſcrupled at the Engagement, and thoſe that 


le with Thirdly, Let matters of diſagreement both poſitive a nd ne- 


. that ground of juſt afſarance. and acquieſcence, for which che 


changes - I ſhall not charge any of the Author of theſe Propo- not rake. 


meaning is at the beſt; For the Apoltle himiſelf would. not take nt chu 


charitably t hat cheic ſcruples as to them are truely co 


judge them. The maine of the buſineſſe may be truly a doubt 


for me to be jealous over them with godly, jealouſie leſt by any 
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Engagement by chem propoſed, is requiſice, Sag 
And this is the courſe, by which choſe that are ingenugus may 
receive ſatisfaction, if chey ſeel it aa they onglxʒ bur if any doch | 
ſcruple mace through Pulicie then Pietie, this courſe, will not But in de, 
be liked of, becauſe it will croſſe their deſign j which is, to keepe ing Wich 
the minds of che weaker fort in a ſtaggering condition, that they of Policie 
may not cloſe to any ſettlement ; but lye open to all manner of cour/e will 
ſals with any ſuch deligne ; yet I cannot abſalve all of them from 
it; for I may as law fully ſuſpect them in this matter as in an o- Why the . 
ther matter I may do mine own heart, wheteof although I know ö er Her- 
none evill; yet I ſhall do my ſelf no iujury, to ſap, that yet there nay le fe 
may be ſome mixture of deceitfulneſſe in it, when Ithinke my pecie chow 
upon him to juſtifie himſelf in all things. I H ( faith he) no- vi Policie 
thing by my ſeif,, yet I am not thereby juſtiſie; but he that judge h (or 
mes the Lord. So 1 may without offence ſay. of the Ppropoſers of © * 4-45" 
cheſe ſcruples,that although I know nothing by chem, but judge 
us 
et Lmuſt allo ſay, that thereby they art not juſtified from the 
—— of ——_— deſignes; — We ic is che Lord who will 


of Conſcience ; and yet the managing of it, int he bands of ſome 
may be ſomewhat elſe; nor do 1\wrong the Chuſtian charic 
which I owe to all or any of them in this; becauſSit is lawfull 


meanes, as the Serpent beguiled Eve by his tubciſty : ſo their E 
minds ſhould be corrupted from the ſimplicity which is in Chriſt * Cx. 11. 3 
And truly to look but upon che matter it ſelf, by comparing the 
former and latter parts of the propoſals together, a doubt may 
be made thus; chat ſceing the maine icruple here at they ſtick, 
is not ſo much againſt the Duty expteſsed in the words of the 
Engagement; which is, to be true and fainhfull, or againſt the 
Object of the Dury-conlidered in it ſelf, which is this. Commen- 
Wealch: or againſt the immediare qualifications of the Object 
and of che Duty; which ate, 4 it «now effablifbed nithout a Kin 
and Howſe of Lords, which are acknowledged to be the effects o 
Gods Providence; but onely alt the act of ſubſcribing 8 x 
4 2 nole, 


matter, to fetch 


the ſeruple is ſaid to 
to de doe do geben adenyedto our Soperiou Powers, - would 


inconveniences which may 
Therefore ic is nor without rationall 
although the matters 
Fete in th rooting of 
ney re 


lif r: * 
eee eee oab ma 
incereſt of State. [ y 
to be true, if eb 


of this Engagement 


— 
— 


that the 


eee and faid to be contrary to former Ea- 
0 ms, and the duties mentioned in the ſecond SeF.) are 


not at all once allendged; to ſhew diſtinctly, wherein the men- 


contratiety doth ſtand; but the objection is made con- 
againſt the Aut of ſubſeribing to the words, according to 
which the vulgar hath ae dg Pe in 
— (Herein then the ſubeiſty of che Poliey doth 

Na 328 ſuch a way, 28 doth 
fayour that notion, and 3 it; 
, bonſcience und piery, . 


—̃ ſomewhat of 


— we ma pedſerve alſo, that if the thing cles 

kee inthe ſecond Se: of the Propoſals to be 2 AT 
had been really intended, attdrefolved: re have been 
Aiſed at this time. no leſſe then it 
to be thing at ſome time lawfully: prathicable; hve works 
not have been any inelination to do ew things which here ate 
done; not withont ſome contriv ance. Firſt, the performance 
of duties confeſſed to be due to ſuch Superiours, — places 
2 and by peopſe in — would ue have 

ladrett m denied to be o them. 


—— gement epott which che whole ſtreſſe of 
; and for which that which is confeſſed 


—— — — 


- - 
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and left in the datk as they are; but 

y mentioned . leſt the talacy 
en oped rk the acknow - 

ed i the word of the En- 

ſcruple, e —— be 
agreement of the one with the 

other, havebeen found appare — ——— dut it ma 

' That the marter is laid thus before the — 

Reader, —— 
that upon a full acknowledgement of à juſt duty, 2 willing- 

— obe ſame, — ä 


ee eee required of us by the 


ned in mens apprefienſions, who ure 
2 — — — places of 
much then they ſeem to yield to a ta- 


— — —— equitable diſpoſition towards their 
— by ſo much they prevaticace agaimiſt the intention of 

— her contrary 
of che words, and 
d, as containing mat 
duty, _ 


yed 
—— the 
, the cad theres? the whole matter and comrivance 
of the diſcourſe may be thougbe (and yet without doing inju- 
2 rothe Authous) nothing elſe I Stratagem and 
oF the Leg uponthe miſ-appheariore nd 
ht gone tir and Covenant — — And les 
undiſeerning +; and ro keep up the fpfric of d C acte. rbcir Poli- 
ction in the mindes of the multitude under the pretente of cal — 
ſcraples of that kd. lofity and 
The thing themto he offered to-obvizte the deceit of this po- ſcientions i- 
heierll concrivnce of the boſinefſe, and to ffive fatisfaGtion (if it mag inations; 
can de admitted) ro this j ſeropulofity of conſtienee is of this natar 
this: that the words of t — Ko in their plana eme; are to be. ſa. 
which imports a cleat duty. are — confronted with thee which tisfied in the 
in the ſecond Sci. dna TO With the- . 2nER 
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mentioned in the Engagement doch run wholly 
caſe now ſtands with us, to that which they yie id to be a Duc 


deu of God, undertabe to let them fee ſatisfactory grounds, 


—— — 
| ; Joſt Re-propafals . FE 
of God, with the light of nature, with the judgement of che 
Learned, with the practiſe of former-Chnſtians, and with cheir 
own principles and former Engagements and then if the Duty 


Hell as the 


as they State tte caſe in genetall themſelves ; then they ſhou 

be made to refle& upon themſelves, that they ought to be ſatiſ- 
fied in this; that by taking the Engagement, not hing is farther 
required of them then what they ime themſelves, to be 


a performable duty in ſuch a caſe. if cheit Politicall contem- 


plations of the ing of the Engagement, through the ſiniſter 
proſpectives & jealonkes which they take up, and foment againſt 


their Superiours, by an unchatitable miſ· conſtruction of their 


aimes; will not ſuffer them to acquieſce in titis paralleliſme of 
the nt, with what they acknowledge tobe. lawſull; 
then a x courſe. may be taken, and ſhalbe offered unto 
them, if they will intend to bring matters to a faire tryall and 
iflue, and that is this : that the conſequences, which they ſay are 
unplyed in the words of the Engagement, may be taken into con 


Ard alſo in ſideratioa and examined in three ref 
| particulars. 


Firſt, How far the words of the Bagapementdo import in the 
ordinary acception by an indifferent Judge, any ſuch matters, s 


they lay are imp therely: vt et : | 
| wr Sem How tar,ifrhe words ſhould import any ſuch mat- 


ters in any ſenſe, the performance of the Engagement in that 
ſenſe, is agreeable with the Duties mentioned by themſelves in 
the 2. Sec. pecformable by Subjects cowards their Superiour in 


. the caſe they are ſuppoſed and wherein now we are. 


Thicdly, How far the Covenant and former Engagements, wil 
be contradictory. or not contradictory to this „al- 


though the conſequences here ſaid to be implyed therein ſhould 


de grant ed to follow thereon. 


In all which matters, if upon known grounds and principles of 
Chriſtianity and Rationality , a regular way of diſquiry may be 
followed, as it becometh Divines wit hin their bounds, in refe- 
rence to Conſcience, modeſtly , and nat as it becometh States - 
men, in reference to intereſts, ſuſpiciouſſy, and if they will in- 
gage to ſtund or fall to the iſſue of that diſquiry; I dare in the 


wheret 
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whereby their ſeruples will be cleared, and wherein conſequem- - 
y theit Conſciences ought to aequieſce, if they will not fuburdi- 
"| .* . nate theinchnations thereof, to an affected ſcrupuloſity forthe 
. 5 Var love of a party. For that all this contrivance of the Propoſals, is 
ie unto the hani of ac in the mouth of the womas of ehoob; 
to bring about a deſigae, rather then to receive a ſingle · heated, cy x 4 
ſatisfaction for themſelves; is neither irrational to think, nor un- ? 
chatitable to ſay, but juſt and equitable in prudencie to ſuſpect: 
and here we have a clear example of à ſmooth and handſome 
conveyance of a State-bufineſs .#nder a miniſterial cloak and pre- 
rence of Religiouſneſs, not in, but out of the Palpit;which is one 
of che things which in another larger Treatiſe, I have ſhewed-ro 
be one of the main cauſes of our preſent diſtempets and confuſi- 
ons; namely, when Miniſters meddle with-State-matters, either 
m their pulpits a were authoritarively,or dut of the ſime more 
ſubtilly in ſuch 2 way, and to ſuch a purpoſe asthis; thefefore*. 
do rectiſie the fundamental error of the aime and deſign of theſe 
Propoſalls, as to State- Matters, let me referre t he ingenuous 
Reader, but eſpecially theſe Hearned and Pious Divines, to an 
- | — anprejaticarperufall of that Treatiſe; wherein if any ſhall ſhew 
; me, that I have wronged the profeſſion, or anjuſtly taxed the 
practiſe of ſonie,or miſtaken my way inſeeking Peace & Truth, to 
heale our preſent breaches ; I ſhall profeſſe my ſelf tobe v 
much beholding to him. Upon this whole matter then Ehall 
e thus. much; that although I thus trace in th&Spirirs 
of theſe Propoſers by the matter and contrivancè of 
their Propoſals fuch an inclination to meddle in State · affairs, 
ich is unſutable to their Calling; yet that I have no preju- 
dice againſt them in my heart for fo doing, not do Fintend, to 
faſten upon them any charge of falſe and fained pretences of be- 
ing ſcrupled, otherwiſe then indeed they are (for I believe tru- 
ly that they are thus ſcrupled, and puzzeled in Conſcienoe about 
their own imaginations concetningState- matters, rat her chrough 
weakneſſe and cuſtome, and want of a Rule to diſcern the moti- 
ons of their own ſpirits, then through any ſer aime, to take up- 
on them the management of State-Matters) but I lock upon 
them, as the frame of their thoughts repreſents it ſelf and them 
| by their way unto me; whereof I have uiſcovered the Rationali- 
» ty, the Chriſtianity and the Policie, to ſhew, that in all reſpects 


— 
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ſatisfaction may be given them, if they defice it ingennduſly; and 
that if their ſpirit by the deceitſulneſs of error is led forth unad- 
viſediy, in another way then they oughe to walk in, that that al- 
ſo can be diſcovered ; forthere is nothing hid but it hall be re- 
vealed: and being revealed, a Rule may be found to rectime hat- 
ever is amiſſe therein. L ſhall cherefore for mine own part , not 
refuſe (if they will needs inſiſt upon their Politicall and 
thinke that their Coaſciences ought to be into thoſe 
State · conſiderations) to deale with them upon their inferences 
from the words of the Engagement, which is their own Weg- 
with this caution ; that we ſhall not take opon us to 
— ſuch abſolute Judges, of the wayes of choſe that are in 
laces of Magiſtracy, as to make our own interpretation of their 
— Rule of all obedientiall dutifulnes in our ſelves or other 
Subjects, co bind thereunto as to a Law, our A nſcience above 
Chriſtianity and Mortality; and that — — 
and intentions of Superiours we ſhall be no leſſe charitable to 
them, then we wouldhave others to be to us, or we ſhould be to 
other men ruling in another place. in ſuch occurrences of publick 
affairs, with this — —— — 
contemplations as meddle wit hall, ſnali i pleaſe;be ta- 
— 2 = ry yr. U—u— 

co c Ot Our ro 
ene mep whichay 2 ain all theſe agitati 2 
matters by known Rules to prevent: which the Lord direct us 
dy the light of bis countenauce, not onely to intend, bur alſo to 
da, to the advancement: of his glory, ind our mutuall comfort in 
the way of Righteouſnefs, Amen FINIS. 
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EF He Treatiſe mentioned by the eAmther a little bi fert the cn 

ef this Diſcourſe, is on ye by En 

debates among} Chriſtians in gener all, may be agitated without of- 
fence; and by Which is particular our preſent comreverſies may be 
cempoſed,by «full diſcovery of the duties of Magiſtrates and Mini» 
fers towards the publich,, and to each other is our preſent diftratting 
occaſions, — — but a/meſt ns 

weeresmereſts. Prim Woodenothe , «t 
Ce arre abr Peters Clorabin Cornbilh 650, * 
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ſatisfaction may be given them, if they deſire it 1 and 
that if their ſpirit by the deceitſulneſs of error is led forth unad- 
viſedly, in another way then they oughe to walk in, that that al. 
ſo can be diſcovered ; forthere is nothing hid but it hall be re- 
vealed: and being revealed, a Rule may be found to rectiſie what- 
ever is amiſſe therein. I ſhall therefore for mine own part, not 
refuſe (if they will needs inſiſt upon their Political feruple, and 
thinke that their Conſciences ought to be engaged, into thoſe 
State · conſidetations)to deale with them upon their inferences 
from the words of the Engagement, which is their own Wea-, 
with this caution ; that we ſhall not take opon us to 

become — Judges, of the wayes of thoſe that are in 
laces of Magiſtracy, as to make our own interpretation of their 
— Rule of all obedientiall dutifulnes in our ſelves or other 
Subjects, co bind chereunte as to a Law, ourMvaſcience above 
Chriſtianity and Moralicy; and that in ſpeaking of the actions 
A intentions of Superiours we ſhall be no leſſe charitable to 
them, then we wouldhave others to be to us, or we ſhould be to 
other men ruling in another place. in ſuch occurrences of public 
affairs, with this — ——— — Politicall 
contemplations as wit pleaſe, be ta- 
ken into conſideration ; although we ſhall be in very great dan- 
ger to go beyond the line of our Calling, and every foot to go 
out of out way; which my chicf ſtudy is in all theſe agitations of 
matters by known Rules to prevent: which the Lord direct us 
dy the light of bis countenauce, not onely to intend, but alſo to 
da, to the advancemen: of his glory, and our mutuall comfort in 
the way of Righteouſneſs, Ames. FINTS. 
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